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News coverage of the Chamchamal floods on Kurdish satellite channels:

An analytical study of Rudaw and Kanal 8

By;
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Department of Media/ College of Arts/ Salahaddin University- Kurdistan region,
Saeed Mohammed Younis

Community Health Department/ Khabbat Technical Institute/ Erbil
Polytechnic University/ Kurdistan region

Nawar Mohammed Abdullah

Department of Media/ College of Arts/ Tikrit University

Abstract

This study aims to examine the news coverage of the floods in Jamjamal
District on the Kurdish satellite channels, Rudaw and Kanal 8, by analyzing the

coverage topics, news sources, media frames, and the nature of the news

201



g—lﬁ! AV EEV=aY YI-daal) il pde galad) sl Gualed) Alaali-Aaldd) - dalad) clBall 3 Ay Adsa

coverage, in addition to identifying each channel’s editorial stance in reporting the

disaster.

The researcher employed a descriptive—analytical method and relied on the
census technique, including all news related to the floods broadcast by both
channels during the period from 10/12/2025 to 20/12/2025, resulting in the

collection of 92 news items from Rudaw and 79 news items from Kanal §.
The study reached several key findings, notably:

1. Humanitarian and relief efforts dominated the coverage topics on both channels,
with some differences in the ranking of other topics such as governmental response

and material losses.

2. Both channels relied heavily on their correspondents, official sources, and local
authorities as the main sources of information, while the participation of affected

citizens was relatively limited.

3. Relief and humanitarian frames predominated in the coverage, though their
priority order differed between the two channels. The coverage was primarily news—

oriented, with less emphasis on explanatory, awareness, and critical reporting.

key words; News Coverage, Jamjamal District Floods, Rudaw and Kanal §
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