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Abstract

An ad hoc judge is a judge appointed through a special procedure for a specific
case or project and for a limited period of time, unlike a regular judge who is
appointed through a standard procedure for a fixed term and according to established
legal procedures. As an additional defining characteristic, an ad hoc judge is typically
appointed, in the context of the International Court of Justice, by one of the parties to
a case if that party does not have a judge of its nationality on the Court. The Statute of
the Court grants any state party to a case the right to choose a person to serve as an ad
hoc judge in that case, subject to certain conditions. The establishment of the ad hoc
judge system may seem to have been intended as a way to avoid bias or to address
concerns about the Court's impartiality. However, recent developments in the
appointment of ad hoc judges suggest that, rather than undermining public confidence
in the Court's impartiality, these ad hoc judges may actually contribute to
strengthening the Court's rulings and their enforceability.
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