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Abstract:
This research deals with the image of Iraqgi
women in the literature of European travels
during the nineteenth century (1800-1900), as a
problematic historical source for the study of
social history. The problem of the research lies in
the conflict between the documentary value of
these blogs and the Orientalist prejudices that
have formulated a stereotype of Iragi women.
The research aims to critically analyze these
images and deconstruct the Orientalist discourse
that produced them, by tracking women's
representations in the private and public spaces
(home, work, clothing, marriage, and education),
while comparing urban, rural, and nomadic
.environments
The research was based on the historical-
analytical approach, using the tools of external
and internal criticism of a selection of European
travel books (from men and women), comparing
their narratives with local historical studies
based on primary documents. The research
concluded that travel literature does not directly
reflect the Iraqi social reality, but is a textual
construction influenced by the background of the
traveler, his gender and motives, and that Iraqi
women were real economic and social actors,
transcending the stereotypical roles confined to
them by Western fiction
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