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Abstract  Keywords: 

This in-depth analytical study examines the role of fragrances in Judaism, tracing 
their uses in sacred texts (Torah, Talmud, Midrash, and Halakhah) and religious and 
social rituals throughout Jewish history from the biblical era to the late rabbinic 

periods. The study adopted the descriptive analytical and comparative historical 
approach. It highlights the religious significance of the holy incense (Ketoret) and 

the holy anointing oil (Shemen HaMishchah), analyzing their chemical composition 
and symbolism, and explores the Halakhic rulings that governed the use of perfumes 
in daily life and family rituals (Sabbath, festivals, marriage, mourning). It also 

analyzes the main aromatic components from resins, herbs, and spices in light of 
archaeological and botanical sources, and examines the economic and social aspects 
of perfume trade in ancient Jewish society. The study concludes that fragrances in 

Judaism formed a deep bridge between the material and spiritual realms, 
transitioning from a purely Temple ritual to an ethical and moral symbol after the 

destruction of the Temple, reflecting the flexibility of Jewish religious thought in 
adapting sensory practices to changing times and places. The study also revealed 
that fragrances played an important economic and social role in shaping Jewish 

identity in the Diaspora, to the extent that "pleasant fragrance" became a criterion 
for a person's righteousness and adherence to the commandments. Through 

comparison with neighboring ancient religions, it becomes clear that Judaism 
reinterpreted borrowed aromatic materials in a strict monotheistic context, making 
fragrance a means of approaching God rather than a tool for seduction or sorcery. 
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