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This study examines chapter heading (tardjim al-abwab) their
importance, and their relationship to thinking and the organization of
information, with an applied analysis drawn from the Sunan of Imam
Ibn Majah’s ,taking the hadiths on eclipses as a mode. The research
adopts an objective analytical method. The Prophetic hadiths are
presented, the type of each chapter heading is identified, and the
relationship between the headings and the hadiths is explained,
analyzed, and supported with evidence. The grading of the hadiths
was left to the judgments of the verifying scholars according to the
edition adopted in this study, which was deemed sufficient. The
hadiths were traced to the six canonical collections. The study
demonstrates that Ibn Majah’s classification represents a form of
organized intellectual practice. His arrangement was not merely
formal but the result of systematic and methodical scholarly thinking.
A close relationship exists between the chapter headings and the
content of the hadiths, as a clear harmony appears in his Sunan
between each chapter title and the hadiths listed under it. This
highlights the significance of studying his work in terms of its
intellectual structure and knowledge organization, especially in light
of the current need to emphasize methodological thinking within the
hadith tradition. From this perspective, Ibn Majah’s chapter headings
constitute an important gateway to understanding the features of his
scholarly thought. His method of organization reflects a movement
from the general to the particular. The study concludes that chapter
headings are an integral part of the book’s cognitive structure,
reflecting the author’s awareness of the nature of hadith knowledge
in a way that supports comprehension and legal inference. It also
seeks to uncover the intellectual dimensions underlying the
formulation of these headings. Among the most important findings is
the close relationship between the chapter headings and the content
of the hadiths within them, indicating prior mental organization of
information and a logical progression from concept to evidence. This
demonstrates the compiler’s concern for effective organization and
presentation to the reader. Chapter headings guide the reader’s
understanding toward a specific interpretive angle, making them an
educational tool that contributes to the development of hadith-based
reasoning rather than merely a means of indexing. The study
recommends further specialized research on chapter headings in
thebooks of Sunnah and their connection to cognitive studies.
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