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Abstract:

The current study aimed to measure cognitive curiosity and social—
emotional competence among university students, examine the relationship
between these two variables, and explore gender differences in these areas.
The study employed the Cognitive Curiosity Scale (Waad, 2023) and the
Social-Emotional Competence Scale (Idris, 2014). After verifying the
psychometric properties of both scales, they were administered to a sample of
375 male and female students. The results showed that the average cognitive
curiosity score among university students was higher than the theoretical mean
of the scale. This high score indicates a genuine desire among the sample to
explore the unknown and understand phenomena. The results also showed
that the average social-emotional competence score was higher than the
theoretical mean of the scale. This indicates that university students possess a
positive level of social-emotional competence and social skills. The study
revealed statistically significant differences in cognitive curiosity levels favoring
females. Similarly, statistically significant differences were found in social—
emotional competence, also favoring females. The results confirmed a
statistically significant positive correlation between curiosity and social-
emotional competence. The greater the intellectual curiosity, the higher the
level of emotional competence, and vice versa.
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