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The Image of Private Higher Education among the Public in Baghdad

After 2003 Al-Turath University as sample: A Survey Study of the
Public in Baghdad
Dr. Saeed Miran Saeed Hassab AL-Rubaie
College of Media/ Al-Turath University
Saeed.Miran@Uoturath.edu.iq
Abstract:

Different viewpoints regarding the prevailing opinions and ideas among
the Iraqi public concerning the perception of private higher education in Iraq
varied from one individual to another within different groups. This reflects
the diversity of opinions and perspectives among the various segments of
Iragi society regarding their view of private universities compared to public
universities, which are the primary educational institutions in lragi society.
The public's perception of private higher education differs significantly from
that of public universities, as public opinion is a source of diverse opinions,

aspirations, trends, and behaviors. This research aims to understand the
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formation of the public's perception of private education in Iraq after 2003,
its sources, and its development, particularly in light of the decline in the
capabilities and resources of educational institutions in this sector. The
number of private universities has been steadily increasing since 2003, in
response to the demands of the current era and the needs of Iraqi students.
This growth aligns with the evolving educational landscape in Iraq, as
evidenced by the adoption of a new educational policy that serves the public
interest through a scientific and systematic approach. These universities
offer modern and advanced teaching methods and resources, reflecting the
information age, the advancements in communication technology, and the
era of globalization.

The study aimed to:

1. Identify the nature of the mental image of private university education
among the public in Baghdad.

2. ldentify the important sources upon which the Iraqi public relied in forming
their mental image of the reality of private university education.

The study reached several research findings that contribute to:

1. The perception of scientific research in the private sector remains
negative or unconvincing among a large segment of the Iraqi public after
2003. The weighted arithmetic mean of (2.73) falls within the (neutral)
category, within the range of (2.61) to (3.40), but leans heavily towards
the area of disagreement. The percentage weighting was (54.6%), which
is considered low on educational scales, reflecting a weak general
conviction regarding the contribution of private universities to scientific
research. Therefore, we observe that the largest category is (neutral),
with a percentage of (34%) indicating ambiguity or a lack of genuine

knowledge about the outputs of scientific research.

2. The statistical interpretation of item (18) shows that it obtained a

weighted arithmetic mean of (3.52), placing it within the category,

YV



AV EEV—aY Y-l od-haia e galad) asdi— Gualad) Alaall-daaldd) adi-dalad) cil@lall A S Alaa

according to the five—point Likert scale, where anything above (3.40) is
considered agreement. This means that the sample members tend to

believe in the existence of administrative transparency.

Financial transparency in these universities was a significant factor, with
a percentage weight of 70.4%. This is a relatively high indicator, reflecting
a good level of confidence in the procedures followed within private
educational institutions. The standard deviation of 1.30 indicates a
moderate divergence in opinions, with 59% of the sample agreeing or
strongly agreeing. However, 23% disagreed, suggesting that transparency

may not be applied to the same degree in all the evaluated private.
Keywords: (Personal Image), (Private University Education, Public)
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