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Abstract:

This study examines women’s employment in Islamic thought from a
Magasid-based perspective, highlighting its impact on family and society. It
argues that the default ruling is permissibility with conditions that preserve
dignity and comply with Sharia objectives, such as proper Islamic dress,
avoidance of unlawful seclusion and mixing, and guardian approval when
necessary. The study emphasizes that employment must suit women’s natural
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roles and family duties, while prohibited or degrading work is forbidden, and
that work may become obligatory in cases of necessity, such as the absence or
incapacity of a provider, fulfilling the Maqgasid of preserving life and wealth. It
also underlines the flexibility of Islamic law, as rulings change with customs
and circumstances, and concludes that justice, rather than absolute equality, is
the proper standard, as it accounts for natural and functional differences
between genders, ensuring balance between women’s rights and duties.
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