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The research addresses the political role of the Iraqi military
establishment between 1936 and 1945, during which the
army transformed from a mere defensive institution into an
actor in the struggle for power. During this period, influential
military blocs emerged, such as the National Bloc and the
Bakr Sidqi Bloc, which contributed to destabilizing political
stability through coups and shifting alliances. Foreign
intervention, especially from Britain, also reduced the
influence of the army and restructured it to ensure it did not
harm its interests. Thus, this period marked a decisive shift
in the history of contemporary Iraq, as the military
establishment became an active party in political decision-
making and decision-making
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