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The Role of Digital Media in Providing the Audience with Security Information

and Shaping Iraqi Public Opinion: A Survey Study

Abstract:

The study aimed to explore the effects of digital media on shaping the attitudes of
the Iragi audience toward security information. The study adopted the Uses and
Effects Approach and utilized an available sample of 400 individuals from the Iraqi
audience. The researcher employed the survey method to investigate the Iraqi
audience's engagement with digital media and its publications related to Iraqi security

affairs.

The research addressed the main question: What are the limits of digital media's
influence in shaping the attitudes of the Iraqi audience toward security issues and

information?

The study found a high level of consistent exposure to digital media platforms that
provide security information specific to Iraqi affairs. The motivational and ritualistic
drivers for the study sample scored 89.2 points, compared to 84 points for utilitarian

motives in following digital media.

The findings confirmed a statistically significant correlation between the motives
for the sample’s exposure to digital media and digital applications that provide Iraqi—
specific security information, as well as the effects achieved from following security

information on Iraqi digital media among Iraqgi public opinion.

Additionally, the study identified significant differences within the sample based on
forms of interaction with security information provided by specialized pages on digital

media platforms concerning Iraqi society. These differences were observed according
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to variables such as gender, age, educational level, economic status, and social

standing.

Keywords: Digital Media, Public Opinion, Security Information, Impacts.
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