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Abstract:

The phenomenon of Mahdist claims is among the most prominent intellectual
and political phenomena witnessed in Islamic history, reaching its peak during
the Abbasid era, which lasted until 656 AH / 1258 CE. The phenomenon of
Mahdist claims in the Abbasid Caliphate reflected the religious and political
tensions that characterized that period. The doctrine of the Expected Mahdi is
considered one of the most pervasive ideas in Islamic religious thought,
particularly among Shiite sects. This idea was exploited for various purposes
across different historical stages, serving both political and religious ends. It
was utilized by rulers to bestow religious legitimacy upon their authority, and
by opponents to undermine the foundations of the existing regime. This
phenomenon was not limited to individual movements but evolved into major
political and military movements that shook the very foundations of the Abbasid
state.

This study aims to provide an examination of the phenomenon of Mahdist claims
during the Abbasid era, from the establishment of the Abbasid Caliphate in the
first half of the second century AH (eighth century CE) until the fall of Baghdad
to the Mongols in 656 AH / 1258 CE. It focuses on the motives and foundations
that facilitated the emergence of these claims and analyzes their historical
consequences. To achieve this objective, the analytical historical research
method will be adopted, through the systematic tracing of primary sources and
references. The study excludes the regions of the Maghrib and Andalusia, as
they lay outside the control of the Abbasid Caliphate.

The study includes an introduction and is divided into two main sections. The

first section is entitled: "The Conceptual and Historical Framework of Mahdism



(p1258 [2656)aaa Jashes s usbiall pumall 8 Ligagall Cilsle)
Ay lall La)lBly 3 yall adlsall
Gl e b dess

(From the Roots to the Most Prominent Claimants and Those Against Whom
Claims Were Made)." The second section is entitled: "Motives, Foundations,
and Historical Consequences," followed by a conclusion, and then the sources

and references.

Keywords: Motives ,Fall of Baghdad, Abbasid Period
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