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Abstract:  

This research explores the political and 
organizational role of the United 
Democratic Front (UDF) in the anti-
apartheid movement in South Africa 
between 1983 and 1991. Apartheid, 
established in 1948, was a system of 
institutionalized racial segregation that 
excluded the black majority from political, 
economic, and social participation. 
 
The study highlights the emergence of the 
UDF as a broad coalition that unified 
various opposition forces, transforming 
fragmented resistance into a coordinated 
mass movement. It examines the UDF’s 
role in mass mobilization, grassroots 
organization, and its contribution to 
intensifying political pressure on the 
apartheid regime. 
 
The research further analyzes the 
transition period between 1989 and 1991, 
during which South Africa experienced 
significant political changes, including 
negotiations and the gradual dismantling 
of apartheid structures. 
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