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Patterns of Digital Media Use Among the Iragi Public and Their Connection to
Voting Motivation in the 2025 Elections: A Field Study

ABSTRACT:

This research aims to study the relationship between the Iragi public's use of
digital media and their voting motivation in the 2025 elections. Given the rapid
transformations in the digital environment and its growing role in influencing
electoral behavior, the research adopted a descriptive—analytical approach and a
field survey using an electronic questionnaire distributed to a sample of (516) adult
Iraqi voters during the election campaign period, which extended from October § to
November 10, 2025. The results showed that platforms such as Facebook and
TikTok are the most frequently used sources for following electoral affairs, and that
the main motivations for using digital media are focused on following political news
and expressing opinions. The results also indicated a strong correlation between
the level of digital media use and voting motivation (r = 0.61), in addition to a direct
relationship between the degree of reliance on digital platforms and the level of
political awareness. The data also indicated that the youth demographic is the most
frequent user of digital media for political purposes and has the highest voting
motivation. The research concluded that digital media represents an influential
catalyst for electoral participation, which calls for promoting the conscious use of
digital content and developing more effective digital media strategies to support the
democratic process.

Keywords: Iraqi public, media and its relationship, digital elections 2025
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