
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

tabibi.alireza@ut.ac.ir 
 

 
sm.hoseini@razi.ac.ir 

 
 

mazin.aziz.habib@gmail.com
 
 
 
 
 

Pilgrimage Before Islam and in Early Islam: 
A Comparative Study 

 

Dr. Alireza Tabibi (Corresponding author)
Professor , Department of Qur’anic Sciences , University of Tehran , Faculty Member 

at the Faculty of Islamic Knowledge and Thought , University of Tehran, Iran 
Dr. Sayyed Muhammad Al-Husseini 

Assistant Professor , Department of Islamic History, Faculty Member at Razi 
University in Kermanshah , Iran 

MAZIN AZEEZ HABEEB BARGHUTHI 
PhD Student, Department of Islamic History, Faculty of Islamic Knowledge 

and Thought, University of Tehran, Iran 




  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

ISSN 1997-6208 Print 
ISSN 2664 - 4355 Online 

 

The Islamic University College Journal 
No. 87: Part 1 

June 2026 A.D  Muharram 1448 A.H 

 

 

 

















 



















 




 

 Abstract:- 
This research deals with a comparison 

between the Hajj ritual in the pre-Islamic and 
early Islamic eras, focusing on the 
similarities and differences between them in 
terms of religion, society and economy. 
Before Islam, Hajj was a diverse pagan ritual 
among the tribes, as it was associated with 
idol worship and offering sacrifices, with 
special rituals such as naked 
circumambulation and boasting of lineage. 
The sacred months provided temporary 
security, which contributed to the prosperity 
of trade and major markets such as Ukaz and 
Dhu al-Majaz. The tribes would gather not 
only for Hajj, but also to form alliances and 
practice cultural activities. In return, Islam 
came to reunify the rituals, so some pre-
Islamic practices were forbidden, and Hajj 
was restored to its monotheistic character, as 
it became a means of drawing closer to God 
away from pagan practices. Socially, Hajj 
before Islam was an occasion to conclude 
agreements between tribes and boast about 
lineages, while in Islam it became a means to 
promote Islamic brotherhood and equality 
among Muslims. Economically, Mecca 
benefited from the Hajj seasons as a 
prominent commercial center, which 
continued in Islam, but within a disciplined 
framework that respected Islamic values and 
prevented unfair commercial exploitation. 
Quraysh also played a prominent role in 
managing Hajj affairs before Islam, as they 
benefited from Mecca's strategic location, 
but Islam established a new system based on 
justice and equality in performing rituals. 
Hajj in pre-Islamic times was a ritual 
influenced by pagan heritage and tribal 
interests, while in Islam it turned into a pure 
worship of God Almighty aimed at 
achieving piety and strengthening unity 
among Muslims, with emphasis on the 
spiritual and social dimension of Hajj in 
Islam compared to its tribal and economic 
function in the pre-Islamic era.  

Key words: Hajj in pre-Islamic times , Hajj 
rituals, sacred months , circumambulation , 
religious and social development of Hajj. 
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