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The Concept of ""Al-Ajal" (The Appointed Term) in Ibn Ashur’s Al-Tahrir
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Abstrac

The concept of the appointed time of death (al-ajal) is a significant
theological issue addressed in the Holy Quran, and its interpretations have
been extensively analyzed and explained by scholars. Among the most
prominent of these i1s Muhammad al-Tahir ibn Ashur in his commentary, al-
Tahrir wa al-Tanwir, where he presents the concept of al-ajal within its various
Quranic contexts.

Ibn Ashur clarifies that al-ajal is the predetermined time for the end of a
person's life or the occurrence of a specific event. It is among the matters
whose knowledge is exclusively with God, and He does not reveal it to any of
His creation except as He wills. He emphasizes that the mention of al-ajal in
the Quran is linked to theological and educational discussions, particularly in
the context of death, life, trials, and jihad.

Ibn Ashur establishes the inevitability of the appointed time of death,
asserting that death does not occur due to any cause independent of God's will.
Rather, it is predetermined in an immutable decree, thus reinforcing the belief
in divine decree and predestination, and negating the independent influence of
causes. From Ibn Ashur's argument, it can be inferred that belief in the
appointed time of death achieves several objectives, including: alleviating the
fear of death, encouraging action and discouraging complacency, since the
appointed time does not preclude taking necessary measures, and cultivating
patience in the face of adversity.
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