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Abstract:-

Before Islam, the Arabs in the pre-
Islamic era relied on the lunar calendar, and
the lunar months played a major role in their
religious, social and economic life. Among
these months, there were four months called
the "Sacred Months", namely: Dhu al-
Qi'dah, Dhu al-Hijjah, Muharram, and Rajab.
These months were months in which wars
and fighting were prohibited according to
tribal customs. These months were dedicated
to worship and religious activities, as the
tribes avoided conflict during them and
allocated this period to performing the Hajj
rituals in Mecca. The Arabs performed the
circumambulation around the Kaaba and
offered sacrifices, which made these months
an opportunity for spiritual purification and
getting closer to the gods. In addition, the
sacred months had economic importance, as
they provided a period of relative stability
among the tribes, allowing trade and
communication between different regions.
Trade caravans used to take safe routes
during these months, which contributed to
strengthening trade movement between
Mecca and Yemen, as well as between the
Hijaz, the Levant and Iraq. These months
also represented a period of preparation for
expansion or invasion after their expiration,
while adhering to customs that prohibit
fighting during them. In addition, the months
The sanctuary contributes to settling disputes
between tribes, as fighting is avoided and
disputes are calmed, which ensures peace
and social balance. When Islam came, the
Holy Quran confirmed the sanctity of the
sacred months, and considered them part of
the religious rituals in which pilgrimage and
obedience are linked, which made them
continue as an essential part of Islamic
traditions. The sacred months in the pre-
Islamic era carried an important religious
and economic dimension, as they constituted
a basic element in organizing tribal life
before Islam.

Key words: The sacred months , Arabs
before Islam , Hajj, trade in the pre-Islamic
era , religious seasons.
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