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Abstract
This research explores the aesthetics of imperative structures in the
discourse surrounding women in Ayman Al-Atoum's poetry. It examines
the imperative forms—command, prohibition, interrogation, vocative, and
wish—and reveals their semantic and aesthetic functions in constructing
the poetic experience. The research stems from a critical perspective that
views women in Al-Atoum's work not as a marginal element, but as a
central emotional and human element through which the poetic vision is
shaped.
The research demonstrates that the poet does not employ imperative
structures in their direct grammatical function, but rather shifts towards
multiple rhetorical purposes. The command expresses supplication,
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entreaty, and delegation, while the prohibition conveys regret, admonition,
and anguish. The interrogative becomes a means of denial, assertion,
lamentation, and revealing existential anxiety. The vocative becomes a tool
for intimate conversation and invoking the absent, and the wish expresses
regret and an impossible desire.

The research also shows that Al-Atoum's discourse surrounding women
IS structured around two main axes: the beloved and the mother. The
beloved appeared as a symbol of absence, waiting, and emotional anxiety,
while the mother was revealed as the spiritual refuge and emotional
certainty, until her discourse rose to the level of a human and national
symbol, as in the image of the martyr’s mother. In addition, the aesthetics
of the imperative structure in Ayman Al-Atoum’s poetry are embodied in
his ability to transform the linguistic structure into an emotional and
dialogical energy that reveals the fragility of the human self and the depth
of its need for love and containment, as well as his success in employing
these structures to dismantle the social and cultural patterns that exclude

women or marginalize their presence.
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