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General conditions in Laos 1995-2015

P.Dr. Majed Mohi Abdel Abbas Al-Fatlawi Researcher Fatima Obaid Ibrahim
University of Babylon / College of Education for Humanities University of Babylon / College of Education for Humanities
Abstract:

This study examines the general conditions in the Lao People's Democratic
Republic during the period from 1995 to 2015, focusing on the political,
economic, and social developments that characterized this stage. During this
period, Laos witnessed significant transformations as it gradually moved from a
centrally planned economy toward a more open economic system, adopting
reform policies that aimed to enhance economic growth and integrate the

country into the regional and international economy.

The political system in Laos remained dominated by the Lao People's
Revolutionary Party, which maintained political stability and continuity in
governance. This stability contributed to implementing long-term development
strategies, including infrastructure development, expansion of foreign
investment, and participation in regional organizations. The country's accession
to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in 1997 marked an
important milestone in strengthening its regional relations and economic

integration.

Economically, Laos relied on its natural resources such as hydropower,
minerals, and agricultural products to stimulate development and attract foreign
investment. Development plans during this period focused on improving
infrastructure, enhancing education, and reducing poverty levels among the
population. Despite these efforts, the country continued to face several
challenges, including limited industrialization, dependence on external

investment, and disparities between urban and rural areas.
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Overall, the developments that occurred in Laos between 1995 and 2015
represent an important phase in the country's modern history, during which the
government sought to achieve gradual economic transformation while

maintaining political stability and social cohesion.
Keywords: general situation, politics, economy, Laos
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