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Abstract

The study aimed to evaluate the reality of productive performance,
economic, and operational indicators of idle and faltering large industrial firms
in Babylon Governorate, and to identify the causes behind the decline in their
competitive efficiency and operational structure. The study included a field
and economic analysis of six prominent large manufacturing firms distributed
across three main sectors: the food sector (Starch and Dextrin Factory, Iraqi
Date Processing and Marketing Company, and Assad Babylon Date Syrup
Factory), the textile sector (Hilla Textile Factory and Al-Saddah Bags Factory),
and the mechanical sector (State Company for Automotive Industry and
Equipment in Al-Iskandariya )The study adopted a descriptive-analytical
approach and a quantitative method supported by statistical and field
indicators to track operational changes during the period (2002-2025). The
study revealed several key findings, most notably: a sharp decline and a clear
structural imbalance in the economic performance of the studied firms. Actual
production dropped to minimal levels compared to design capacities, leading
to a complete shutdown in some facilities, such as Al-Saddah Bags Factory in
2024. Additionally, data showed a significant decrease in value-added, with
some turning into negative values, contrasted by a continuous rise in wages,
operational expenses, and production inputs. This clearly reflects disguised
unemployment, obsolete production lines, and outdated technology, along
with weak competitiveness against imported products and a lack of
government support. The study recommended the necessity of restructuring
these firms, upgrading their technical lines, and activating partnerships with
the private sector to restart them with sustainable economic efficiency.
Keywords: Idle Industries, Economic Indicators, Productive Efficiency, Babylon

Governorate, Disguised Unemployment.
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