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Abstract:

This study focuses on investigating the virtues of Imam al-Shafi‘1
through a valuable manuscript authored by ‘Umar ibn Zayd al-Dii‘ani, entitled
“Al-Durr al-Nafis fi Manaqib al-Imam Muhammad ibn Idris.” The significance
of this work lies in its presentation of an important aspect of Islamic heritage
particularly as the manuscript has not previously been critically edited.
Moreover, the work addresses one of the most prominent figures in Islamic
jurisprudence and the founder of the Shafi‘1 school Imam Muhammad ibn Idris
al-Shafi‘1t (may Allah have mercy upon him).

The study began by collecting the available manuscript copies of this
work, collating their texts and preparing a refined version. Through examining
these manuscript copies, it became evident that this effort merits an
independent study that serves as a preliminary introduction. Accordingly the
research introduces both the manuscript and its author while highlighting the
scholarly value of the text. It includes a detailed examination and description
of the manuscript copies along with a discussion of the most significant issues
addressed by the author with the aim of serving as a foundation for a future
critical edition of the manuscript.

The study is divided into two main sections, each comprising two
subsections. The first section presents an introduction to the author along with
an overview of his historical context and scholarly biography. The second
section provides a study of the manuscript copies in terms of description and
analysis as well as a presentation of the issues discussed by al-Dii‘ani in the

work.

Keywords: Imam al-Shafi‘i, Al-Durr al-Nafis, manuscripts, al-Di ‘ani.
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