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  Abstract:- 
Al-Miftāḥ by Saʿd al-Dīn al-

Taftāzānī holds a significant place in 
Shāfiʿī jurisprudence due to its early 
composition and the scholarly stature of 
its author. However, classical legal texts 
like this require critical editing, 
verification, annotation, and clarification 
to ensure their full scholarly benefit. A 
key part of this process involves 
determining whether the rulings cited 
represent the relied-upon (muʿtamad) 
views of the school, given their impact 
on legal rulings (fatwā) and practical 
application. This raises important 
questions: Do all the positions in al-
Miftāḥ reflect the preponderant (rājiḥ) 
view? If not, how many are non-
preponderant (marjūḥ), and why are they 
included in a text that generally presents 
relied-upon rulings?To address these 
questions, this study examines marjūḥ 
positions in the section on acts of 
worship, identifying ten such cases. 
Examples include: disallowing page-
turning with a stick without wudū’; 
restricting Maghrib’s time by a narrow 
estimate; rejecting seven non-sequential 
verses as a substitute for al-Fātiḥah; and 
other rulings that contradict the 
established Shāfiʿī view.The presence of 
these views stems from the fact that al-
Miftāḥ is an abridgment of al-Ḥāwī al-
Ṣaghīr by al-Qazwīnī, from which al-
Taftāzānī heavily drew. His methodology 
favors summarization and stating the 
rājiḥ without detailing variant views or 
their evidences. The study employs an 
inductive-analytical approach, supported 
by comparative analysis, to examine and 
evaluate these rulings. 

Key words: marjūḥ (non-
preponderant), al-Taftāzānī, al-Miftāḥ, 
Shāfiʿī jurisprudence, rājiḥ 
(preponderant).
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