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The impact of deepfakes on the source verification skills of field
journalists in Iraq

Abstract:

Deepfakes are a modern Al-powered technique used to create highly realistic-
looking fake images, videos, or audio recordings. Advanced algorithms are used
to analyze people's features and voices, then reconstruct them in a way that
makes it difficult to distinguish between reality and fakes. Although this
technology can be used in beneficial fields such as cinema and education, it
poses a significant risk when exploited to spread rumors, fabricate news, or
violate individuals' privacy. This makes raising awareness about how to detect
deepfakes essential in the digital age. This research aims to study the impact of
deepfakes on the source verification skills of field journalists in Irag by
measuring their awareness of these technologies using a descriptive-analytical
approach. The study found that the verification skills currently employed by
Iragi journalists to detect fake content are highly developed, with an overall
average of (3.98) and a (agree) rating, with a standard deviation of (0.94). This
indicates the presence of numerous verification skills currently employed by
Iraqi journalists to detect fake content. The study also recommends establishing
small operations rooms within news organizations, staffed with experts in
digital media analysis, to provide immediate technical support to field
journalists when they suspect fake content that requires examination beyond
their human capabilities.

Keywords: Deepfakes — Citizen Journalism Skills — Source Verification
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