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Abstract   

This study examines the Hadith “There should be neither harm nor reciprocating 

harm” through a critical Hadith analysis due to its significant role in Islamic legislation 

and its connection with one of the major legal maxims in Islamic jurisprudence. The 

research aims to uncover the hidden defects (ʿilal) related to the chains of transmission 

and various narrations of the Hadith by collecting its reported versions from primary 

Hadith sources and analyzing their chains according to the methodologies of Hadith 

critics. It also investigates the opinions of leading Hadith scholars regarding the 

reliability of its narrators and transmissions. Furthermore, the study evaluates the 

authenticity of the Hadith through its collective chains and supporting narrations, 

highlighting the strengths and weaknesses found within its transmissions and discussing 

the most prominent critical issues associated with it. The study concludes that although 

some narrations contain weaknesses or discontinuities, the Hadith is authenticated 

through its multiple chains and corroborative reports, which has led to its acceptance 

among the majority of Hadith scholars and jurists. Consequently, it has become a 

foundational text for numerous legal rulings and jurisprudential maxims. The research 

also demonstrates the methodological efforts of Hadith critics in distinguishing 

authentic narrations from weak ones and the impact of such criticism on deriving 

Islamic legal rulings. 
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