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Framing of News Coverage of the U.S.-Israeli War on Iran on Al Arabiya

News Channel: An Analytical Study

Ph.D. Mustafa Yaseen Taha - Tikrit University, College of Arts, Department
of Media

Abstract:

This research aims to identify the news framing used by Al Arabiya News
Channel in its coverage of the American and Israeli war on Iran, determine
the types and methods of news treatment employed by the channel, and
analyze and interpret the visions, ideas, and stances presented by the
channel through its "'treatment style and presented framing." This descriptive
research utilizes a survey methodology with both descriptive and analytical
aspects. The scope of the research involved selecting (30) news bulletins
broadcast by Al Arabiya News Channel between February 28 and March 29,
2026, encompassing (656) news items covering war-related topics. The
research sample focused on the 'main news bulletin," which airs at 10:00 PM,
A purposive sampling method was adopted, employing a comprehensive
approach to selecting all news bulletins. The researcher used a content
analysis form as the methodological tool for analysis. The most prominent
results were as follows: a high volume of news coverage focusing primarily
on war topics; multiple elements of visual representation (the 'visual
equivalent’) were used in the news bulletins, with 'live footage' being the most
prevalent; a variety of news techniques were employed, with 'live coverage

with field reporters’ being the most common; military issues dominated the
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news bulletins analyzed; and there was a diversity of framing techniques used
in the news, with "conflict' being the most prevalent, far surpassing other
framing techniques, and 'military operations" being the most prominent sub-
framework, Al Arabiya channel also relied heavily on ‘'analytical and
interpretive treatment' in its coverage of the war, and in the result came close
to the abstract 'news' treatment. Finally, the 'repetition method' topped the

list of methods adopted in the news coverage of the war.

Keywords: Framing, news processing, US-Israeli war on Iran, Al Arabiya

channel.
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