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The mental image of Iraqi women on social media: An analytical study of
the visual discourse structures of the websites 'lraqgi Women Here" and

'Iragi Women's Network'
Abstract:

This study examines the mental image of Iragi women as constructed through
social media platforms, focusing on the visual discourse presented on the
Facebook pages Al-lragiya Huna and The Iragi Women Network. It assumes
that digital and visual content significantly shapes public perceptions while
reflecting the communicative orientations of these platforms. The research
adopts a descriptive analytical approach, employing quantitative and qualitative
content analysis. Particular attention is given to symbols, colors, body language,
camera angles, and accompanying textual elements. The study analyzes posts
published between September 1 and December 30, 2025, to identify dominant
representation patterns and determine whether portrayals are positive, negative,
or neutral. It also compares the two pages in their visual framing and implicit
messages. The findings contribute to understanding social media’s role in
shaping perceptions of Iragi women and provide insights for more balanced
professional representation within contemporary digital communication

environments in Iraq today specifically.

Keywords: Mental image, Iraqi woman, social media, visual discourse,

media content.
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