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Abstract

This study examines the contentious issue of the three islands of Greater Tunb, Lesser Tunb, and Abu Musa in
the Arabian Gulf, focusing on the British role in transferring these islands to Iran on the eve of the independence
of the United Arab Emirates in 1971. The research reveals how Britain transformed from a protector of Arab
sovereignty over these islands throughout the nineteenth century and the first half of the twentieth century into
a biased mediator pressuring Arab rulers in favor of Iran. The study begins by documenting the legal and
historical status of the islands before the British decision to withdraw from east of Suez in 1968, demonstrating
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how Britain itself recognized the affiliation of these islands to the Qawasim sheikhdoms of Sharjah and Ras Al
Khaimah, and how Arab inhabitants raised the Qawasim flags and paid dues to their sheikhs. The research then
analyzes the critical moment in January 1968 when British Prime Minister Harold Wilson announced the
decision to withdraw British forces from the Gulf by the end of 1971 for economic reasons related to the collapse
of the sterling pound. This decision created a strategic vacuum exploited by the Iranian Shah Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi who set a clear condition before the British of obtaining the three islands in exchange for guaranteeing
Gulf stability and not obstructing the British withdrawal. Keywords in English
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LIBYA: LAW NATIONALIZING BRITISH PETROLEUM EXPLORATION COMPANY (LIBYA)#

The Revolutionary Command
Council issued a law on 7 Dece-
mber nationalizing the British
Petroleum  Exploration Co.
( Libya ) Ltd. in the Libyan
Arab Republic. Following is the
text of this Law :

In the Name of the People,

[December 7, 1971]

the approval of the Revolutio-
nary Command Council thereto,
HAS ISSUED THE FOLLOW-
ING LAW :

Article 1

Activities of the British Petr-
oleum Exploration Co. ( Libya )
Ltd. in Oil Concession Mo. 65

The Revolutionary C
Council,

In accordance with Constiwa-
tional Declaration No. 1 of 2
Shawwal, 1389 H.

In accordance with Petroleun
Law No. 25 of 1855 and subse-
quent amendments thereto.

In accordance with Law No.
24 of 1970 regarding the establi-
shment of the National Oil Corp.
and q! f laws a di
some of its provisions.

In accordance with the Com-
mercial Code and with Law No.
65 of 1970 regarding certam
provisions related to business-
men and commercial companies
and supervision thereof,

In accordance with Oil Con-
cession Deed No. 65 and related
agreements, and,

In accordance with the pro-
posal of the Prime Minister and

shall be nati d and shall
become the property of the Sta-
te all funds, rights, assets and
shares related to such activities
including specifically installa-
tions and utilities of crude oil
and natural gas prospection,
drilling, extraction, transporta-
tion, separation, storage and
export as well as other assets
and rights pertaining to the
said activities.

Article 2

A Corporation enjoying the
Libyan Arab Republic Nationa-
lity shall be established with a
capital wholly owned by the
Mational ©Qil Corp. ( N.D.C. )
and shall be called, "THE
ARAB GULF EXPLORATION
CORP." to which shall be tran-
sferred all funds, assets and
rights of B.P. Exploration Co.
( Libya) Ltd. which has become

the property of the State in
accordance with the preceding
article,

The Arab Gulf Exploration
Corporation { AGEC ) shall not
be liable for any previous obli-
gations related to the nationali-
zed activities except within the
limits of what has become the
property of the State in funds,
rights and assets. The object of
this Corporation shall be the
production of crude oil and na-
tural gas, purification, storage
and export operations as well
as other works related thereto
whether they are located in the
Concession Area mentioned in
the preceding article or in any
other areas fixed for it by the
Board of Directors of the Nati-
onal il Corporation ( N.O.C. ).

Article 3

The Arabian Gulf Exploration
Corporation shall have the right
to execute current crude oil sale
contracts related to the nationa-
lized activities, and to amend or
cancel them as it may deem
suitable for public interest. Its
decision shall apply also to the
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