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Abstract

For the Jewish people, the Temple was regarded as the dwelling place of God and a center for sacred
worship. Prior to the era of Solomon, peace be upon him, and from the time of Moses, peace be upon him, the
Jews did not possess a permanent location for their religious practices. The tablets of the Ten Commandments
were housed in a sacred chest known as the Ark of the Covenant, which was transported within a structure
called the Tent of Meeting. This portable sanctuary accompanied the Israelites throughout their travels. The
history of the Temple has undergone numerous significant phases since its initial construction under King
Solomon, peace be upon him, during his reign from 965 to 928 BCE.

During this era, Palestine remained under Persian control until its conquest by Alexander the Great in 332 BCE.
In subsequent years, Jerusalem saw fluctuating rule between the Ptolemies and the Seleucids. Greek culture
deeply influenced the region's population during the Hellenistic period. Around 165 BCE, Seleucid king Antiochus
IV desecrated the Temple and compelled the Jewish population to embrace Greek paganism after uncovering
resistance against his authority. These actions sparked the Maccabean Revolt, ultimately leading to Jewish
independence in Jerusalem under the Hasmonean dynasty, a period lasting from 135 BCE to 76 BCE.

The focus on the search for and reconstruction of Solomon's Temple among Jewish communities gained
prominence primarily in the 19th century, within the broader context of affirming historical connections to
Palestine. This endeavor was seen by some as laying groundwork for the eventual issuance of the Balfour
Declaration and the creation of a Jewish national state in Palestinian territory. During this era, Jewish writings
advocating for the rebuilding of the Temple started to surface in prominent Western newspapers. A notable
turning point occurred on March 20, 1918, when a Jewish delegation led by Chaim Weizmann arrived in
Jerusalem. The delegation submitted a formal request to then—British military governor General Storrs, seeking
approval for several initiatives: the establishment of a Hebrew university in Jerusalem, the transfer of control of
the Western Wall (also known as the Wailing Wall) on the Temple Mount to Jewish authorities, and the launch of

a project aimed at acquiring land within the sacred city.

* Asst. Prof. Dr. Bassem Mohammed Obaiss
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