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Abstract:

In its contemporary form, media constitutes one of the most influential
civilizational instruments for shaping collective consciousness and
regenerating national identity within societies marked by multiple affiliations
and diverse identity frameworks. lIraq, in recent years, has undergone
profound political, cultural, and media transformations that have rendered
the question of national identity increasingly complex and persistently
contentious. Against this backdrop, the present study seeks to explore the
ways in which lIraqi cultural television programs contribute to reinforcing

national identity—particularly in the aftermath of the 2019 popular protests,
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amid growing societal polarization, the widening gap between state and
society, and the unregulated proliferation of digital media platforms. The
central research problem revolves around the extent to which Iraqi cultural
television programs, during the period from 2020 to 2024, have fulfilled a
formative and revitalizing role in constructing national identity. This is
examined through their engagement with cultural memory, reinforcement
of shared national symbols, and their ability to counter narrative ruptures
in collective belonging. The study aims to analyze the cultural content
presented in prominent lIraqi television programs, investigating their
discursive structures, symbolic mechanisms, and representational
strategies, while assessing the degree to which these elements align with
Iraq’s contemporary socio—political realities. Methodologically, the
research adopts a qualitative and analytical approach, integrating cultural
discourse analysis with media criticism. A purposive sample of leading
cultural programs aired between 2020 and 2024 on a range of lraqi
television channels (state-run, semi-official, and independent) was
selected for detailed examination. The analysis applies a hybrid framework
that deconstructs discursive and symbolic structures while interpreting their
political and social contexts, offering a systematic reading of national
identity representations embedded within. The study arrived at several key
findings. First, most cultural programs revealed a partial and fragmented
understanding of national identity, often reducing it to a nostalgic evocation
of heritage without meaningful engagement with modern civic notions.
Second, certain programs exhibited a tendency toward elitist cultural
representation, thereby excluding broad social segments from cultural

visibility. Third, some new television experiences succeeded in reactivating
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unifying national symbols and celebrated spaces, figures, and events with
a comprehensive national character. Fourth, the majority of programs
lacked a compelling visual narrative language capable of engaging digital
audiences, limiting their real influence on public awareness. Fifth,
independent programs demonstrated a relative capacity to transcend
sectarian and political alignments, making them more effective in evoking

a holistic national identity free from sectarian or regional fragmentation.

Keywords: National Identity — Cultural Programming — Iraqi Media —

Television Discourse — Media Discourse Analysis.
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