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Characteristics of Human Nature in the Letters of Al-
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Abstract
This research examines selected texts from Al-Jahiz’s letters that address human nature to promote virtue in

society. The core issue explored in this study is the relational aspect of these letters, with psychological meanings
that align with modern psychological theories. The study aims to understand Al-Jahiz's style, marked by realism
and originality in analyzing human traits. Al-Jahiz delves deeply into psychological analysis, using concepts of
morality and innate characteristics as tools to achieve this goal. The research methodology draws on psychological
approaches that align with Al-Jahiz’s observations, reflecting a comprehensive understanding of habits,
behaviours, and instincts. He didn't miss any details but considered them collectively, making his insights a rich
source of understanding of his era's characteristics. The findings reveal that the letters cover various contexts
primarily focused on human interaction, showcasing Al-Jahiz’s literary sensitivity towards psychological insights.
His works exhibit realism and often highlight contrasting dualities, which lend a unique and impactful quality to
his letters, stemming from the depth of his personal experience. The value of this research lies in contributing to
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our understanding of Al-Jahiz's philosophical outlook on human society during his time, as expressed in his
correspondence with influential figures, driven by either the desire for gain or fear of repercussions from them..
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