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‘?; Abstract:

| The concept of «economyy represents one of the most profound founda—
): tions of human thought in analyzing linguistic phenomena, as it reflects
> the interplay between cognitive efficiency and expressive elegance. In
- this context, a remarkable intellectual convergence emerges between the
3 classical Arabic grammatical tradition, represented by Sibawayh’s Book,
PAN and contemporary generative linguistics, represented by Noam Chom-
: sky’s Minimalist Program.

N—"

In the second century AH, Sibawayh recognized that language is not
merely a sequence of words but a system governed by principles of dight—
ness» and «heaviness.» His grammatical explanations were grounded in
the consideration of human effort, where the pursuit of ease justified
processes such as deletion, assimilation, metathesis, and substitution. For
Sibawayh, economy was not merely abbreviation, but a philosophical
balance between the speaker’s tendency toward brevity and the listener’s
need for clarity without ambiguity. This interpretive economy aimed to
explain why Arabs preferred certain linguistic structures and replaced one
expression with another, reflecting the linguistic ingenuity of minimizing
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phonetic effort while maximizing meaning.

In contrast, the Minimalist Program, introduced in the mid-1990s, revo—
lutionized generative linguistics by shifting from rule description to the
search for the biological optimality of language. Chomsky proposed
that language is an optimal system governed by strict economic princi
ples such as “Shortest Move” and “Minimal Links.” Here, economy is not
merely linguistic ease, but computational efficiency that minimizes cog—
nitive load, allowing only elements necessary for phonological or seman-—
tic interpretation to be generated.

The comparison between Sibawayh and the Minimalist Program is not
an attempt to impose modern concepts on classical heritage, but rather
to reveal a fundamental unity in the human linguistic faculty. While Siba—
wayh relied on inductive observation of Arabic linguistic usage to derive
principles of ease, Chomsky employed formal modeling and logical rea—
soning to establish principles of economy.

dkadll (63 dayl I dacd!

Keywords: Economics, human thought, the phenomenon of language.
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