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Abstract

This research examines the narrative structure of the magama in Subh al-A'sha, revealing that
al-Qalqgashandi presented it not merely as a narrative tale, but as an artistic form that combines
narration, rhetoric, and didacticism. The narrative structure is based on the relationship between the
narrator and the protagonist, who appears as a learned and cultured figure rather than a witty trickster,
reflecting the intellectual and educational orientation of the maqama.

The maqama develops through a central event that unfolds by means of dialogue and
description, leading to a resolution that highlights the protagonist’s ingenuity. Its narrative discourse
is distinguished by ornate language, including rhyme, alliteration, and rhetorical embellishment,
making language itself a fundamental component of the narrative structure. Narrative and rhetoric
thus merge to create a text that balances storytelling with linguistic artistry.

The study concludes that the magama in Subh al-A'sha represents a model of artistic narrative that
combines entertainment and instruction, integrating narrative elements with rhetorical aesthetics to
produce a distinctive literary structure.

Keywords: Narrative structure, Magama, Subh al-A'sha, al-Qalgashandi, narrator, character, time.
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