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Examples of Libraries and Their Scientific Influence in Ancient Iraq
Assist. Instructor. Milad Muhammad Yassin
Center for the Revival of Arab Scientific Heritage/ University of Baghdad
Abstract:

Archaeological excavations and ancient Sumerian texts have shown that
clay tablets were kept in special wings of palaces or temples in the form of a
library, from the dawn of the Sumerian and Babylonian dynasties until the
Neo-Assyrian era. One or more halls were designated for storing clay
tablets, as evidenced by the presence of shelves and places for storing clay
tablets, or by the discovery of a group of clay tablets with different contents
that were kept in libraries. This is what distinguishes the library from others.
What can be considered the first library was discovered in the main temple
in the city of Lagash. Libraries were also found in the cities of Sippar, Ur,
Nippur (Nippur), Uruk (Urka), and the library of King Ashurbanipal in the
city of Nineveh
Keywords: Ashurbanipal Library, Nuzi Library, Lagash Library, Uruk
Library.
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Conclusion:

Having completed our research paper titled “Libraries and Their
Scientific Impact in Ancient Iraq,” we have found the following:
1. It appears that King Ashurbanipal was more interested in scientific and
cultural activities than the kings who preceded him, who were preoccupied
with warfare and the construction of buildings. King Ashurbanipal was able
to amass a vast library for himself, containing a wealth of knowledge on
astronomy, medicine, and other sciences.
2. We also discovered, through the clay tablets found inside the libraries,
that they contained a wide variety of materials covering medicine,
astronomy, and other sciences taught in the schools of that era, particularly
in the cities of Lakhish and Nippur (Nafar).
3. Libraries had a clear scientific impact in ancient Iraq, as the shelves of the
Kish Library yielded linguistic and religious texts, a collection of literary
tablets, as well as school texts and lists of symbols intended for teaching
students in schools.
4. Most ancient Iragi libraries contained documents and records of the
kings’ achievements, urban projects, and the names of the kings.
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