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Abstract:-

The economic and social policies of the
Fatimid state (909-1171 CE) towards the
dhimmis—Jews and Christians—were
characterized by a mixture of tolerance and
relative openness¢ along with some restrictions
that were affected by political and economic
circumstances. On the social level¢ the Fatimidse
especially during the reign of the early caliphs
such as al-Mu'izz li-Din Allah and al-Hakim bi-
Amr Allah¢ adopted a policy based on integrating
the dhimmis into society and granting them
freedom of worship and managing their religious
affairs. Many of them held prominent
administrative and economic positions¢ such as
working in financial officesc commercial and
medical professions¢  benefiting from  their
expertise in these fields. The Fatimids also
allowed them to build places of worship and hold
religious celebrations¢ but this freedom was
sometimes subject to political changes: as
happened during the reign of al-Hakim bi-Amr
Allah¢ who imposed some temporary restrictions
and then later rescinded them. Economically¢ the
Fatimid state relied on an organized tax system
that included the jizya imposed on the dhimmis¢
but it was reduced or exempted in some cases¢
especially when serving in the state or during
economic crises. The Fatimids also provided the
dhimmis with wide opportunities to engage in
trade and craftsc which contributed to the
prosperity of economic activitys especially in
major cities such as Cairo and Fustat. On the
other hand¢ there were some periods that
witnessed the imposition of discriminatory
measures¢ such as imposing a specific dress code
or preventing them from holding high positions
in the state« but they were not fixed but rather
changed with the change of caliphs and their
policies. In general¢ the Fatimid policy towards
the dhimmis was characterized by flexibility and
relative tolerance¢ compared to previous and
subsequent Islamic states¢ as it relied on the
principle of benefiting from their economic and
administrative capabilities within the framework
of loyalty to the Fatimid state. This approach was
reflected in the stability of the Fatimid society
and the achievement of a degree of coexistence
between the various sects¢ despite some
fluctuations imposed by political and religious
circumstances.

Key words: Fatimids, economic policies, People
of the Covenant, social policies, religious
tolerance.
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