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This study examines the scholarly life of one of the scholars
of the Islamic West, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Naji al-
Tanukhi al-Qayrawani al-Maliki, who was known by the title
al-Tanukhi in reference to his ancestor Tanukh. He lived
during the 8th century AH / 14th century CE. Ibn Naji al-
Tanukhi was a distinguished jurist, traditionist, and historian
whose name became prominent particularly within the
Maliki school of thought.

He lived during a period of significant intellectual activity
in North Africa, especially in Kairouan and Tunis. He was a
contemporary of many leading Maliki scholars and studied
under some of the greatest teachers of the Maliki school,
from whom he learned jurisprudence, Qur’anic exegesis, and
Hadith. He also taught in scholarly institutions and mosques
in Kairouan.
Regarding Ibn Naji al-Tanukhi’s scholarly status, it is
evident that he authored numerous works in Maliki
jurisprudence, among them Sharh al-Mudawwana
(Commentary on al-Mudawwana), known as Sharh Ibn Naji,
which is considered one of the most important works in
Maliki figh. He also had other works, some of which are lost
or attributed to him, including writings on Hadith and the
Prophetic biography (Sirah). Ibn Naji al-Tanukhi passed
away in 839 AH / 1435 CE
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