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Iragi Antiquities and Their Role in Preserving Cultural Heritage in
the Twentieth Century: A Historical and Analytical Study

Assist. Instructor. Ali Hadi Abdullah

Center for Strategic and International Studies, University of Baghdad
Abstract:

Iraqg is considered one of the oldest centers of human civilization, where
great civilizations such as Sumer, Akkad, Babylon, and Assyria emerged
and contributed to the foundations of science, arts, and political and social
organization in history. lIragi antiquities represent a living cultural record
that reflects humanity’s journey and creativity, and they constitute an
important part of Arab cultural identity. During the twentieth century, this
heritage passed through contrasting stages of scientific discovery and
prosperity on the one hand, and deterioration and looting caused by wars
and political instability on the other.

Keywords : Irag, Human Civilization, Iraqi Antiquities, Mesopotamian
Civilizations, Cultural Identity, Cultural Heritage, Archaeological
Discoveries, Wars and Looting.
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Conclusion
The study concluded that Iragi antiquities represent a cornerstone of cultural
heritage preservation, given that they contain material evidence
documenting the history of humankind since the dawn of time, The research
demonstrated that Iragi efforts during the 20th century contributed to the
formation of a unified cultural identity, as museums and archaeological
institutions became centers for national education and a catalyst for shared
cultural awareness. The findings also demonstrated that Iraq played a
leading role in archaeological cooperation by dispatching experts and
missions to countries such as Libya, Yemen, the United Arab Emirates, and
Bahrain. However, these efforts faced significant challenges, most notably
wars, looting, and occasional legislative shortcomings, as well as a lack of
public awareness regarding the importance of heritage.
Research Findings:
1. Iraqi antiquities represent the backbone of cultural identity and a living
memory of ancient civilizations.
2. Official interest in the protection of antiquities emerged in the 1920s, with
the establishment of the General Directorate of Antiquities in 1924,
3. Archaeological legislation evolved gradually until the Antiquities and
Heritage Law No. (55) of 2002, which marked a qualitative leap in legal
protection.
4. Iragi museums have played an important cultural and educational role in
fostering national identity.

YYy

',_l .o .M .4 .4 -



— T -~

& Conl) sie o shall 5 o sun sal) ) alall il
pe Y YO N Y/FY (e bl
— 2=

5. Protection efforts faced major challenges as a result of conflicts, wars,
and widespread looting.

6. Arab and international cooperation, particularly with UNESCO and
ISESCO, contributed to supporting restoration and protection projects.

7. Archaeological education and community engagement have contributed
to raising awareness of the value of heritage as part of national identity.
Research Recommendations:

1. The need to strengthen legislation on the protection of antiquities and to
activate mechanisms for its implementation.

2. Support for community awareness programs in schools and universities
regarding the importance of archaeological heritage.

3. Expanding cooperation with international organizations to recover
antiquities
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