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The Names of Clouds and Their Characteristics in Arab-

Islamic Heritage

Assist. Instructor. Walaa Diaa Naseef Jassim
Centers for the Revival of Arab Scientific Heritage/ University of Baghdad

Abstract:

This research deals with the characteristics of clouds and their various
names as mentioned in Arab heritage, including references in the Holy
Quran, classical Arabic poetry, Arabic dictionaries, climatic proverbs, and
books of Anwa' (celestial weather lore). The Arabs in ancient times were
interested in various meteorological phenomena, including clouds, due to
their reliance on them for forecasting and natural observation in their daily
lives, especially in the life of people in the desert.

The research reviews the names and classifications of clouds among the
Arabs, such as: Al-Ghaym, Al-Na'w, Al-Hadeeb, Al-Aarid, Al-Muzn, while
studying the differences between them in terms of their shape,
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characteristics, movement, altitude, and what each type indicates regarding
the likelihood of rainfall or its dissipation.

The research also presents the different names of clouds according to their
characteristics; some names indicate density, others indicate the direction of
movement, the type of accompanying rain, or its timing throughout the year.
These names are linked to popular climatic proverbs, poetry, and rhetorical
imagery that reflect a deep understanding of meteorological phenomena and
precise observations of the natural environment surrounding humans.

The research concludes that ancient Arab heritage was rich in significations
and terminology related to clouds and the sky, indicating the depth of
human life experience in antiquity and its connection to nature.

Keywords: Al-Sahabah (cloud), Al-Ghaym (clouds), Al-Muzn (rain cloud),

Al-Nashass (a type of cloud), Barq Al-Khilb (a type of lightning).
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Conclusions:

Ancient Arab heritage was rich in connotations and terms related to
clouds and the sky, reflecting the depth of life experience of ancient humans
and their connection to nature. Arabs, both in the past and present, have
been interested in clouds, their names, types, and characteristics, as
evidenced by the many names they assigned to them. Clouds form when
moisture and cloud condensation nuclei combine with the cooling process to
produce a cloud. The essential element for cloud formation varies depending
on weather conditions. For example, when warm, moist air meets mountain
slopes, it rises rapidly and cools quickly, leading to condensation and cloud
formation. It is noted when classifying clouds that there are no precise, clear
boundaries separating the different types, either in general shape or altitude.
Often, multiple cloud types exist simultaneously, making it difficult for an
ordinary, untrained person to distinguish between them.

In conclusion, the names of clouds and their characteristics in scientific
heritage demonstrate the interest of early scholars in observing atmospheric
phenomena and understanding changes in weather and climate. The naming
of clouds and the description of their shapes and features contributed to the
development of scientific knowledge and linked natural phenomena to
human life and various activities. This heritage reflects the value of careful
observation and the importance of science in explaining natural phenomena
throughout the ages.
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