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Abstract
This study examines the use of black comedy in The Merchant of Venice (2004) and its role in achieving
Aristotelian catharsis and intellectual transformation in the audience through the character of Shylock as a
complex, problematic figure. The research is organized into three chapters: the first outlines the methodology,
research problem, and significance; the second discusses the theoretical framework of black comedy, catharsis,
and character construction; and the third analyzes the film as a case study. The findings indicate that black
comedy deepens the human and tragic dimensions of Shylock’s character, enhances audience engagement, and
encourages a critical reconsideration of justice, authority, and social oppression. Keywords: Black Comedy,
Dramatic Films, Catharsis and Transformation
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