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The large Kuwaiti Mubarak Port, with its strategic location
in the northern Arabian Gulf near the Iraqi border, poses a
significant economic challenge to Iraq. It aims to reduce
Iraq's dependence on its ports and trade by decreasing its
share of international shipping lanes, especially with the
overlapping of maritime borders and the creation of direct
competition for the Grand Faw Port, also known as the Grand
Basra Port, which is expected to be completed. This could
cause Iraq to lose a large part of its economic revenues and
undermine its ambitions as a regional strategic hub,
especially with the Mubarak Port's connection to global
initiatives such as the Belt and Road Initiative. Moreover, the
Mubarak Port's existence has reduced the Iraqi coastline,
prevented Iraq from having a sea outlet, affected Iraqi
investments in the region, and threatened the viability of the
Faw Port and weakened its competitiveness.
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