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Abstract:
This deconstructive, investigative study illuminates the methodological
frameworks and critical parameters inherent in the narrations and evaluative
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statements of the Hadith memorizer and judge of Rayy, Yahya ibn al-Daris
al-Bajali al-Razi (d. 203 AH), within the discipline of Jarh wa al-Ta’dil
(transmitters' criticism). The core problematic of this research stems from the
dual epistemological positioning of Ibn al-Daris; he is conceptually
contextualized in Hadith encyclopedias simultaneously as a criticizing scholar
whose scholarly authority guided later verifiers, and as a vetted narrator
subjected to the rigorous assessment criteria of eminent contemporary critics
like Ibn Ma'in, al-Nasa'i, and Ibn Hibban. Employing an inductive-analytical
methodology, this paper scrutinizes the extant textual reports attributed to Ibn
al-Daris across early biographical lexicons—most notably Ibn Abi Hatim's
seminal work, Al-Jarh wa al-Ta’dil—in order to analyze his evaluative
terminologies and contrast them with the conventions of his peers among the
disciples of Sufyan al-Thawri and Hammad ibn Salamah. Furthermore, the
study accentuates his unique critical poise, characterized by moderate
evaluation, which was inherently reinforced by his judicial acumen and
jurisprudential expertise. The research demonstrates that Yahya ibn al-Daris’s
critical judgments formed a structural epistemic bridge between the legalistic
reasoning approach (Ahl al-Ra'y) and the textual traditionism (Ahl al-Athar)
in the regional school of Rayy. The paper concludes that while his definitive
statements on transmitter criticism are quantitatively scarce compared to
major critics, they demonstrate profound precision, thereby constituting
reliable criteria for modern Hadith grading. The primary scientific value of
this monographic research lies in filling an evident lacuna in biographical
studies, deepening contemporary understanding of the evolution of critical
methodology within the 3rd-century Rayy school.

Keywords: Yahya ibn al-Daris ¢ Critical Methodology ¢« Rayy Hadith School
«Epistemic Vetting ¢« Biographical Evaluation.
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