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Al-Farabi's temporal awareness and his intellectual contributions
and their impact on human philosophy
instructor.Dr. Yasagh Raheem Rasheed

College of Science/ University of Kufa

Abstract:

This research aims to identify one of the brilliant scientists, who are the
pride of humanity. We know very little about the life of the Islamic scholar
Al-Farabi. Where Abu Nasr al-Farabi was born in Wasij, Farab Province,
Turkestan, from Transoxiana, to a father who is said to have been a military
commander of the Samanids. To Aleppo, after studying mathematics, music,
science and philosophy. And he settled there since the year 941 AD, in the
councils of Saif al-Dawla al-Hamdani in Aleppo. So he resided in the court
of Sayf al-Dawla al-Hamdani for a period of time, and this allowed him to
obtain a suitable environment to receive various sciences, to devote himself
to learning, and to provide the mind with understanding and reading. From
Aleppo, he embarked on several trips, some of which led him to Cairo. He
completed many books, the most important of which were: the book
(Statistics of Sciences), the book (Civil Politics), (The Logic of Aristotle),
(The Book of Letters), (Fusos al-Hikma), the book (The Great Music), and
the book (The Opinions of the People of the Virtuous City). Scholars have
questioned his ethnic origin, and some have claimed that he is Turkish, but
the latest research refers to him as a Persian. Henry Corbin said about him
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that (his theory of the virtuous city bears a Greek feature with its Platonic
inspiration, but it responds to the philosophical and mystical aspirations of
an Islamic philosopher), and his death was in Damascus and he was buried
there in the year 950 AD. At the age of eighty years.

Al-Farabi had two main interests:

[ “Philosophy and logic in particular, and this interest explains why he is
known as the second teacher.” (The first teacher is, of course, Aristotle.)

1 Music, his Kitab al-Musiq al-Kabir is the most important musical treatise
on the Middle Ages in Islamic lands and also includes well-researched
philosophical sections.

In the twentieth century and with the beginning of the eighties, a lot

happened in the Al-Farabi school. New translations and revisions of al-
Farabi's works have led to deeper studies of his thought. And to some
interestingly strong arguments, many references authorize more detailed
studies. We still lack complete editions of criticism and English translations,
and sometimes even the translation of several texts into any language, and a
solid introduction to Al-Farabi's philosophy, as his books contained reforms
in the administrative and social field. More research is also needed in order
to better understand the relationship between his philosophical and musical
interest. Al-Farabi is considered the first of the Muslim philosophers to
whom Ibn Sina studied a kind of apprenticeship, so he read to him and
benefited from what he read in understanding the contents of Greek
philosophy. The second teacher was Al-Farabi, "the first teacher of
Aristotle™ (a complete teacher for him in the dilemmas of divine philosophy
as a whole); Al-Farabi's story was interesting in its details, and it is the
daughter of that glowing century, with its terrible political imbalances.
However, the presence of Al-Farabi, and those who illuminated their times
like him, in Arab-Islamic history, responds to those who speak without
knowledge, that the fourteen centuries were ignorance and blood without
breaks! If we consider al-Farabi's achievements in philosophy, logic and
music, in the fourth century AH / tenth century AD, and we compare them
with the disappointments that came after them, and the situation is still the
same, with what is more disappointing, then it would be correct for us to
describe what was accomplished in terms of enlightenment by mere echoes
of the distant past. Thus, Al-Farabi was a glimmer of light in the history of
the East. And | can say that he possessed temporal awareness, if the
expression is correct and clear in his thoughts that he developed, for he is a

AR

&

g



— T -~

Gall die o glall s U o g gall bl alall i gall
YaYO Y Y/Y-Y (e bl
— s

philosopher who is referred to as Lebanon. In this research, | will address
his most prominent intellectual contributions and their impact on humanity.
Keywords: Consciousness, time, contribution, philosophy, Theories
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conclusion

we find that Al-Farabi had a significant and clear impact on Islamic
philosophical culture and various sciences. He was able to establish a
distinct school of thought, known as the Farabian school, and left behind a
vast legacy of writings and books that remain a reference for students of
knowledge to this day. Historians unanimously agree that Abu Nasr Al-
Farabi is the first founder of Islamic philosophy, as all scholars who came
after him were influenced by his ideas. Al-Farabi is considered a
philosopher and one of the most important Islamic figures who mastered
various sciences, including medicine, physics, philosophy, and music. After
his mastery of logic, Al-Farabi distinguished himself in politics and ethics,
and he authored numerous works in these fields. Among his most famous
books are: *Kitab al-Jawhar* (The Book of Essence), *Sinaat 'llm al-
Musiga* (The Art of Music), and *Al-Tawti'ah fi al-Mantig* (The
Introduction to Logic). Al-Farabi adopted his own unique approach. He was
not merely a transmitter of the views of Aristotle or Plato, but rather
possessed a critical inclination that led him to establish a comprehensive
philosophical system. He attempted to use the speculative method to study
metaphysical issues. He attempted to reconcile Plato and Aristotle in order
to achieve his goal of harmonizing philosophy and religion. For Al-Farabi,
philosophy was about combating myth, understanding the new reality, and
dismantling its various dimensions. In his view, philosophy provided the
proofs for the virtuous faith, hence his great emphasis on rational proof,
considering it the true image of faith itself. Al-Farabi observed that
reconciling religion and philosophy was essential for a renaissance in which
both would work together to contribute to human happiness. However, to
achieve this, he resorted to interpreting verses of the Quran to make them
reflect the philosophical views he held. Thus, through his intellectual
contributions, we observe his clear role in bridging the intellectual gap
between East and West, and he was able to leave his personal and cultural
mark on the world throughout the ages. In other words, we can say that he
possessed what is called a temporal dimension, which is what we sought to
explore in this research.
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