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Abstract

This study aims to examine the juristic characterization (figh adaptation)
of claw machine games as a contemporary phenomenon widely found in
entertainment venues, in light of the Islamic legal principles of maysir
(gambling) and gharar (excessive uncertainty). The research adopts an
inductive approach to collect relevant juristic texts, an analytical method to
examine the structural components of such games, and a comparative
approach to evaluate classical and contemporary juristic opinions.

The study begins by establishing the conceptual foundations of maysir and
gharar within the four major Islamic legal schools, followed by an
analytical classification of modern games based on the interaction between
chance and skill. It also highlights the impact of user intention and
technological design (including algorithmic control) on legal rulings.

A detailed case study of claw machines is then conducted, including an
accurate technical description and an evaluation of possible juristic
classifications, namely: gambling (maysir), lease (ijarah), and reward
contract (ju‘alah). Each classification is critically analyzed in light of
juristic principles.

The study concludes that the predominant form of claw machine games
falls under prohibited gambling (maysir) due to the presence of financial
risk, the uncertainty of outcome, the absence of a genuine countervalue,
and the predominance of chance, often reinforced by programmed control
mechanisms. It further establishes that the mere presence of skill does not
negate the ruling of gambling unless such skill is decisively dominant.
Finally, the study proposes a set of general Shariah guidelines for
evaluating modern entertainment-based transactions, contributing to the
development of a principled framework for contemporary applications in
Islamic jurisprudence .

Keywords

Maysir, Gharar, Claw Machine, Gambling, Islamic Jurisprudence,
Contemporary Transactions, Game Theory in Figh, Entertainment Games.
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