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Abstract  Keywords  

This study aimed to identify the difficulties faced by student teachers of Imam Al-
Azam University College during their practicum in educational institutions from their 
own perspectives. To achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher employed the 

descriptive-analytical approach and used a questionnaire as the research instrument. 
The questionnaire consisted of 30 items distributed across five domains: experience, 

teaching and classroom management, planning and implementation, supervision and 
guidance, and psychological and environmental factors. The study sample comprised 
70 male and female students selected from a population of 142 student teachers 

enrolled in the Samarra departments. The findings revealed that the difficulties 
encountered by student teachers during their practicum in schools were generally not 

high; however, varying levels of difficulties were observed across the different 
domains. The results also indicated that there were no statistically significant 
differences in the responses of the participants attributable to gender across all 

questionnaire domains and the overall score. Furthermore, the findings showed 
statistically significant differences in participants’ responses according to the 

practicum location variable across all domains and the overall score, with the 
differences favoring student teachers undertaking their practicum in schools located in 
the city center. In light of these findings, the researcher presented a set of 

recommendations for future research. 
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