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This study analyzes the manifestations of cognitive metaphor in the poetry of Dhii al-Rumma, viewing it as a
cognitive tool that reveals how the poet perceives and represents the world through language. Metaphor in his
poetry is not merely ornamental; rather, it reflects a mental structure that transforms abstract concepts into
tangible sensory images. The research adopts Lakoff and Johnson’s classification of cognitive metaphors,
focusing on ontological metaphor, which embodies concepts in perceptible entities and forms—such as
portraying the night as a bird descending upon flowers or darkness as a being enveloping the wild beast in its
cloak. The findings indicate that Dhi al-Rumma’s poetry is founded on a sensory-cognitive vision that unites
human and nature, highlighting the interaction of the senses in producing poetic meaning. The study concludes
that the cognitive metaphor in his work serves as a means of thought and expression, integrating mental

experience with bodily perception to create a poetic space vibrant with life and meaning.
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