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Abstract:

This study examines the phenomenon of morphological metaphor in the broken plural patterns of
the Holy Qur’an as one of the stylistic features that reveal the precision and richness of Qur’anic expression.
Morphological metaphor refers to the use of a morphological form in a meaning other than its original
function, as required by contextual and semantic considerations. This includes the use of broken plural
patterns beyond their conventional indications of paucity or abundance
The study aims to identify the manifestations of morphological metaphor in the broken plural patterns
occurring in the Holy Qur’an and to clarify their role in directing meaning and enriching semantic
significance. To achieve this objective, the research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based on
collecting Qur’anic examples and analyzing them in the light of classical works of Qur’anic exegesis, Arabic
linguistics, and morphology,The study concludes that the Holy Qur’an employs broken plural patterns with
remarkable precision to serve specific rhetorical and semantic purposes. Patterns of paucity are sometimes
used in contexts denoting abundance for emphasis, magnification, or contextual appropriateness, while
patterns of abundance may be employed in contexts referring to paucity or even singular meaning. Such
usage broadens semantic scope and highlights the rhetorical effectiveness of Qur’anic discourse. The
research further demonstrates that morphological metaphor in broken plural patterns constitutes an
important aspect of the Qur’an’s linguistic eloquence, where morphological meaning and contextual
indication interact to produce subtle and profound expressive effects.

Keywords: Morphological Metaphor, Broken Plurals, Patterns of Paucity, Patterns of Abundance, The Holy
Qur’an, Morphological Semantics.
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