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Abstract 
This study investigated the relationships of ambiguity, speaking anxiety, and 

correlational design was employed 

-year students (60 males, 50 females) at the 

12 items, α = .84), the Speaking (adapted 

from Horwitz et al., 1986; 10 

on Davis, 1989; Xue, 2024; 14 were analyzed using Pearson 

correlation. 

anxiety (r = -.61, p < .01), a correlation between tolerance of ambiguity and 

speaking anxiety and 

(r = -.39, p < .01). These findings highlight the 

implications for EFL instruction in Iraq. 
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The rapid integration of artificial intelligence into foreign language education has 

support. Since the public release of 

ChatGPT in late 2022, interest in generative AI has risen 

weekly active users worldwide (OpenAI, 2024). This technological 

revolution has prompted 

practices, particularly in language learning contexts where immediate, personalized feedback is 

how 

individual psychological differences influence learners' engagement with AI-powered tools 

Among the most significant 

psychological factors affecting language learning are tolerance 

perceive ambiguous situations or unfamiliar stimuli as 

desirable rather than threatening (Budner, 

grammatical structures, cultural references, and the inherent uncertainty of interpreting 

and approach 

uncertain situations with openness and curiosity, viewing them as opportunities for 

confronted with ambiguity (Ebadi & 

Rahimi, 2022). Research has consistently demonstrated that 

enabling learners to persist through uncertainty and maintain 

engagement with the target Foreign language anxiety, conversely, has been 

conceptualized as "a distinct complex of self-

the uniqueness of the language learning process" (Horwitz, Horwitz, & Cope, 

1986, p. 128). 

because speaking requires real-time processing and production in social contexts, exposing 

reflection and revision, speaking 

demands immediate performance, making it the most anxiety-

speaking anxiety may struggle to retrieve vocabulary, 

formulate grammatically correct 

reinforces anxiety (Choi, 2025).

affective challenges through innovative feedback mechanisms. AI-generated 

corrective feedback 

and promote interlanguage development. Unlike traditional teacher feedback, which may be 

consistent, 

immediate, and infinitely patient (Wang & Zou, 2025). Recent research has 

anxiety inherent in human interaction, potentially 

creating safer spaces for language practice 

AI-driven diagnostic feedback significantly improves speaking outcomes by enhancing 

learners' 

emerging, though 

interest is growing rapidly. Recent reviews of AI-based intervention studies in 

instruction, speaking fluency, writing feedback, 

and pragmatic competence, yielding 

& Al-Khafaji, 2024). However, these studies also highlight persistent challenges 

including 

synthesis underscores both the promise and limitations of AI integration in the Iraqi context, 

digital readiness and educator 

support (Jassim & Hameed, 2024).

differences, no study to date has simultaneously examined the interrelationships among tolerance 

research has 

established that tolerance of ambiguity influences how learners handle uncertainty 
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language performance (Choi, 2025). Studies 

have also demonstrated the potential of AI feedback 

tolerance functions as an effective mediator in AI-empowered 

automated writing evaluation 

for writing tasks. However, whether similar dynamics operate in the domain of speaking 

skills EFL 

context, where learners face unique linguistic, cultural, and educational challenges that may 



1042

 6202 سنةلحزيران   (6) عددال (9) لدالفارابي للعلوم الانسانية المج مجلة

 
 



1043

 6202 سنةلحزيران   (6) عددال (9) لدالفارابي للعلوم الانسانية المج مجلة

 
 



1044

 6202 سنةلحزيران   (6) عددال (9) لدالفارابي للعلوم الانسانية المج مجلة

 
 

Table .4  

Variable No. of Items Cronbach's α 

Acceptance of AI-CF (AI-CF) 14 .93 

 

4. Procedure  
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Table 7: Pearson Correlation between Tolerance of Ambiguity and Acceptance of AI-CF 

Variable 
 

Tolerance of 

Ambiguity (TA) 

Acceptance of AI-

CF (AI-CF) 

Tolerance of Ambiguity 

(TA) 

Pearson 

Correlation (r) 

1 .48** 

 
Sig. (2-tailed) 

 
< .001  

N 110 110 

Acceptance of AI-CF (AI-

CF) 

Pearson 

Correlation (r) 

.48** 1 

 
Sig. (2-tailed) < .001 

 

 
N 110 110 

**. Correlation is significant 

at the 0.01 level (2-tailed). 

   

The positive correlation indicates 

Research Question Three (RQ3) 
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Is there a statistically significant relationship between speaking anxiety and acceptance of AI-generated 

corrective feedback among Iraqi EFL undergraduates?
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