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Semantic Manifestations in Mahmoud Darwish’s “Identity Card”: A Study of 
Structure and Style 

 

Abstract  Keywords  

 

    The content of the poem “Identity Card” by the Palestinian poet Mahmoud 

Darwish revolves around a main idea that is based in essence on an opposing duality 

that emerges between two conflicting poles: “the self,” represented by the poet’s 

personality, and “the other,” represented by the Israeli occupier’s personality, or what 

can be called “the opposition of adherence and rejection.” In this poem, the poet 

strongly adheres to his Arab identity and rejects with insistence and defiance the idea of 

stripping him of this identity and having it taken from him by a brutal occupier who has 

settled on the conscience of the Palestinian nation and stolen from it a homeland whose 

roots extend into a vast and sprawling Arab environment whose borders extend from the 

Gulf to the Ocean. 
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