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A Critical Discourse Analysis of the Image of Woman in William Wordsworth’s 
The Solitary Reaper 

 

Abstract  Keywords  

This study is a critical discourse analysis of the image of woman in William Wordsworth’s 
“The Solitary Reaper”. The importance of this study lies in exposing the idealized and 
marginalized image of woman. The problem of this study is that the poet presents that image 
from his own point of view. This study aims at clarifying that image following Fairclough’s 
three dimensions. It hypothesizes that the figurative language works in constructing the 
beauty of that image. It also hypothesizes that the poet is depicting the effect the reaper has on 
his soul rather than depicting reality. As for the procedure, the data analysis is done by 
explaining the whole surrounding context that works together to build up the image of woman 
in this poem. This paper follows a qualitative analysis from a CDA point of view. In 
conclusion, the hypothesis is proved to be true by showing that the poet has the only role in 
constructing the image of woman. 
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