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Abstract:

This research explores the structural development of the legitimacy project within
the Abbasid State. It utilizes the historical narratives of Al-Baladhuri (in Ansab al-
Ashraf) and Al-Ya'qubi (in Tarikh al-Ya'qubi) as primary sources for a comparative
applied study. The study is predicated on the hypothesis that historical writing was
not merely a record of events, but rather an intellectual battleground aimed at proving
the Abbasids' rightful claim to the Caliphate against their Umayyad and Alid rivals.
By deconstructing the mechanisms of this legitimacy project and incorporating the
ideological dimension, the research identifies points of consensus between the two
historians. These include the launch of the Abbasid movement (Da'wa) under the
slogan of Al-Rida min Al Muhammad (the chosen one from the family of
Muhammad), the strategic role of Khurasan, and the leadership of Abu Muslim.
Furthermore, it highlights their agreement on the decisive military events that led to
the fall of the Umayyad State. Conversely, the study analyzes the fundamental
divergence in their interpretations of legitimacy and the transfer of Caliphal
authority. It also examines how both historians documented the state's trajectory
during the second Abbasid period, particularly the conflict between Al-Amin and Al-
Ma'mun, the breach of covenants, and the eventual subjugation of the Caliphate to
Turkish military commanders in Samarra—a phase that Al-Ya'qubi portrayed as an
institutional failure. Ultimately, the convergences and divergences between Al-
Baladhuri and Al-Ya'qubi reveal the mechanisms of "manufacturing the news"
employed to serve "legitimacy-making." The Abbasids successfully monopolized the
concept of Ahl al-Bayt (the Prophet's household) through force and lineage, yet
historical records continue to document the persistent gap between political claims
and the reality on the ground

Keywords: Abbasid Legitimacy, Al-Baladhuri (Ansab al-Ashraf), Al-Ya'qubi
(Tarikh al-Ya'qubi), Al-Rida min Al Muhammad, Right of Agnatic Kinship (Haqq
al-'Asaba), Ahl al-Bayt, Historical Narrative.
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