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The Ruling of Forgetfulness in Islamic Jurisprudence: An Applied Study on Travel

Prayer (Salat al-Safar)
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Keywor ds Abstract

This research addresses the ruling on forgetting prayer (while traveling), which is an important
jurisprudential issue related to one of the greatest pillars of Islam, namely prayer. Prayer is never waived
for a (Muslim) under any circumstances, whether in residence or travel.

The study begins by explaining the concepts of “hukm” (legal ruling) and “forgetfulness”
linguistically and technically. “Hukm” is defined as Allah’s address concerning the actions of legally
responsible individuals, while forgetfulness is defined as the absence of recalling something at the time it
is needed. The research then discusses the legal evidence from the Qur’an and the Prophetic Sunnah,
which show that forgetfulness is part of human nature and that Allah has lifted sin from one who forgets,
as stated in the hadith: “Allah has pardoned my (nation) for mistakes, forgetfulness, and what they are
compelled to do.”

The research also outlines the types of forgetfulness, including natural forgetfulness, forgetfulness due
to causes such as iliness or old age, and forgetfulness resulting fromnegligence. It clarifies the difference
between forgetfulness and heedlessness (sahw), noting that forgetfulness involves loss of recall, whereas
sahw is a temporary lapse that can be easily corrected.

In its main section, the research discusses the jurisprudential rulings related to forgetting prayer during
travel, stating that whoever forgets a prayer must perform it immediately upon remembering. It also
details different cases:

If a person forgets a prayer while resident and remembers it during travel, they must perform it in full
(four / rak‘ahs).

If they forget it during travel and remember it while resident, scholars have differed, but the preferred
opinion is to perform it in full as a precaution.

If they forget it during travel and remember it while still traveling, they perform it shortened, which is
the opinion of the majority of scholars, since making up a prayer follows the manner in which it was
originally due.

The research concludes that Islamic law takes into account the conditions of individuals by allowing
ease during travel, yet it does not waive prayer. Rather, it obligates maintaining it and making it up if
forgotten, demonstrating the ease and mercy of Islamic law while ensuring the preservation of acts of
worship.

*Assistant Lecturer Marwa Zuhair Arif
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