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Abstract

This research examines environmental change and its impacts on the Iraqi
population in 2022, highlighting the spatial disparities between urban and rural areas
across various Iragi governorates. lIraq faces significant environmental challenges,
such as desertification, water scarcity, and agricultural land degradation, leading to
widespread migration from rural to urban areas in search of better job opportunities
and services.

Data shows that major governorates like Baghdad, Basra, and Sulaymaniyah have
high urban population densities (87.5%, 81.2%, and 84.7% respectively), while rural
areas predominate in governorates like Muthanna and Salah al-Din (46.4% and 45.1%
respectively), where residents suffer from limited job opportunities and
underdeveloped urban areas. The study also reveals a significant disparity in
unemployment rates between urban and rural areas, with rates generally higher in
rural regions. In addition, poverty and unemployment are prominent, with the highest
urban unemployment rate recorded in Muthanna (21.0%), followed by Maysan
(19.0%) and Nineveh (19.0%). Conversely, governorates such as Sulaymaniyah,
Erbil, and Duhok recorded the lowest urban unemployment rates (10.0%, 9.5%, and
8.0%). Informal settlements are a pressing problem in major cities, comprising
127,000 dwellings and housing approximately 700,000 people. Basra follows with 95
settlements and 100,000 dwellings inhabited by 550,000 people, and then Nineveh
with 85 settlements and 90,000 dwellings inhabited by 500,000 people. This
necessitates the development of balanced development strategies. The research
highlights the importance of regional planning and sustainable development to reduce
the gap between urban and rural areas, while emphasizing the need to improve the
quality of life in rural areas and enhance economic opportunities in major cities
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